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beat the Sultans into a sort of sullen civility, all European
nations found in them rude and grasping hosts who knew
no law but their own whims. No foreigner ever was a
hero to the Turk. And yet there were few Turks who
did not entertain, behind their insolent attitude towards
all the foreigners with whom they came in touch, a mental
reservation that some of them were more vile than
others. Essentially, Frenchmen, Englishmen, Russians,
and Germans might all be dogs ; but there are degrees of
caninity. To trace these subtle differentiations to their
historic sources, and to show their bearing upon the
present European situation, will be my endeavour in the
following pages.